
 
 

  

SCHS Amended Return to Learn Plan 2021 
 
In accordance with the Illinois State Superintendent of Schools declaration on July 9, 2021, 
Salem Community High School will be open fully for in-person learning for all student 
attendance days for the 2021-22 school year.  Salem Community High School will be in 
operation in accordance with the CDC’s updated guidance regarding COVID-19 prevention in K-
12 schools. Based on that guidance and related updates on July 27, 2021, ISBE and IDPH have 
updated the public health requirements for schools and associated guidance in these 
guidelines. This guidance applies to all public and nonpublic schools that serve students in 
prekindergarten through grade 12 (P-12). 
 

Mask Use 
All teachers, staff, students, and visitors to Salem Community High School who are two years of 
age or older and medically able to tolerate a mask, regardless of vaccination status, are 
required to wear a mask while indoors. All students and bus drivers must wear a mask when on 
the school bus. 
 

Layered Mitigation Strategies 
Salem Community High School has implemented a layered COVID mitigation strategy beginning 
in August of 2020 and will continue during the 21-22 school year.  Layered mitigation strategies 
are as follows: 

1. The vaccine is widely available in Salem for ages 12 and above and the single most 
important prevention strategy.  

2. The SCHS certified staff has a vaccination rate of 75-80%.  
3. Staff and students must stay home when they are sick with COVID like symptoms or 

illness.  
4. COVID positive cases, and close contacts, must quarantine per Marion County Health 

Department or IDPH. 
5. Correct wearing of masks 
6. Physical distancing of 3 to 6ft to the greatest extent possible.  
7. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette.  
8. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities. 
9. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and 

safety policies.  
 

 
 



 
Consistent with the most recent CDC, the superintendent is directed by the Salem Community 
High School District #600 Board of Education to implement a layered mitigation system based 
on levels of risks of COVID-19 spread inside our buildings as the primary indicator with 
community transmission as a consideration.  For the first 14 days of school and until baseline 
data is established, Salem Community High School will begin with Level 3 mitigations.  Internal 
positivity rates will be positive cases and students or staff quarantined as a close contact.  
Community positivity rates will be positive cases only as report at 
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19. 
 
Level 1   Minimal Transmission  
 
Level 1 status is defined as low transmission rates, low positivity rates, and limited risk of 
COVID-19.  

• Layered mitigation strategies 1-9 implemented.   

• Distancing will consist of educational best practices.  

• Masks optional with the recommendation for all per CDC.  

• Metric Threshold: Less than 3% internal positivity rate.  Possible consideration: Less 
than 5% or less positivity rate within the community for two consecutive weeks.  

 
Level 2 Moderate Transmission  
 
Level 2 status defined as moderate transmission and positivity rates are increasing internally or 
in the community.  

• Layered mitigation strategies 1-9 implemented.    

• Distancing to the greatest extent possible.  

• Mandated and/or targeted use of situational masking OR Mask optional only for those 
willing to share vaccination status.  Recommendation for all per CDC.   

• Metrics Threshold: 5% internal positivity rate.  Possible consideration: 8% or less 
positivity rate within the community for two consecutive weeks.   

 
Level 3 Substantial Transmission 
 
Level 3 status is defined as an increase in significant positive cases internally or in the 
community.  

• Layered mitigation strategies 1-9 implemented.   

• Increased physical distancing in all spaces to the greatest extent possible.  

• Masks mandated for all.    

•  Metrics Threshold: 8% internal positivity rate. Possible consideration: Greater than 8% 
positivity rate within the community for two consecutive weeks.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19


 
 

 
 
 

Physical Distancing 
To the greatest extent possible within the school building, hallways, and classrooms, staff will 
encourage physical distancing by arranging furniture at least 3 feet apart.  Classrooms will 
provide assigned seating for students and encourage students to remain in these seats to the 
greatest extent possible.  School staff will maximize physical distance as much as possible when 
moving through food service lines and while eating.  Physical distancing measures are to be 
done in an equitable manner that does not perpetuate separating people into vaccinated and 
non-vaccinated groups. 
 

Cafeteria 
Salem Community High School will be offering free meals of breakfast and lunch for all students 
during the 2021-22 school year as a part of the USDA program.  Students will be required to 
keep their mask on through the serving lines.  Masks may be removed once seated at a table 
and during the duration of the meal.  Students may go outside during lunch periods while the 
mask mandate is in place. 
 

Daily Schedule 
SCHS will operate on a traditional school day from 8:00AM - 3:15PM with seven academic 
classes, homeroom, lunch, and a Primetime schedule on Thursdays.  The buildings will be open 
at 7:40 AM.  

 
In-person attendance 

All students will be in-person during the 2021-22 school year.  There will be no remote 
instruction offered unless a student is quarantined as directed by the school district, local 
health department, or the Illinois Department of Public Health.   
 

Temperature checks 
As an additional layer of mitigation, temperature checks will be conducted upon entry into the 
building as needed. 
 

Attendance 
The attendance policy will return to five (5) parent call-in days per semester.  If a student brings 
in a doctor’s note or is placed in quarantine by the school or health department, those days will 
not count toward the five call-in days. 
 

Water fountains 
The water fountains will remain closed, but students may continue to use a school issued, clear 
water bottle in class. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Visitor policy 
Nonessential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external groups or organizations with 
people who are not fully vaccinated are discouraged from coming into the school. 

 

Collaboration with Public Health Officials 

District officials will continue to collaborate and consult with Marion County Health Department 

officials throughout the pandemic on various logistics and decision-making including, but not 

limited to, school health and safety protocols, screening, testing, contact tracing, vaccine clinics, 

and emergency school closings. 

 

Plan Review 

Through September 30, 2023, this plan will be reviewed and revised as appropriate after 

seeking and considering public input, but every six months at most.  Revisions will address the 

most recently updated safety recommendations by the CDC, provided in an alternative format 

accessible to parents who are individuals with a disability as defined by the ADA, and made 

publicly available on the district’s website. 

 

 

 


